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Getting better

Without dispraising things we have done before, | would like to emphasize that this project is very special and that it signifies us taking
a significant step forward. The commission to design and make a kitchen in London culminated in the fact that we practically had to
overhaul the entire ground floor. We even made a stairway above the utility room, whereby these objects have become an integral
part of the architecture. After visiting us, the contractor was quite satisfied that we were capable of bringing the project to a successful
conclusion, but still wanted a reference. | gave two names of customers for who we had recently fitted kitchens. After speaking to just
one of these people, he called me immediately to tell me that | should employ this customer as a salesman. And so we won the com-
mission, and more importantly the client’s trust that we would make something beautiful for them. A good working practice has a great
deal to do with trust, because when you are making something to measure, it by definition does not yet exist. The entire process is
therefore uncertain at every level and trust becomes an essential component that cannot be based on certainties.

When | went to visit the location, the whole house turned out to be completely stripped, with the walls in the basement barely stand-
ing upright. Two thick steel posts with cross-beams had been placed to support the front and rear facades. The basement had been
completely gutted, extended and deepened. In fact, the entire house in London had been tumed inside-out. The posts in the space
could not be removed and thus became annoying in-the-ways. But the basic idea for the kitchen was born: we decided to make a
worktop that would be suspended between the posts, which immediately gave them a function and made the whole design more
logical. The customer also wanted the stairs leading upwards to be expressly incorporated into the design, as they would act as a
connecting element between the two living areas. We eventually created an integral design in Corten steel and oak for the stairs and
kitchen. One stair was lengthened to house the extractor fan. The tum of the staircase, which did not fit into the basic block, tuns in
steel into the plastered ceiling. In one of the sketches | had drawn a kind of random, chaotic setting instead of a traditional fireplace
against the opposite wall. This sketch actually became the starting point for an old door and window cupboard with a fireplace incor-
porated into it.

Everything was carefully constructed down to the last millimetre in our workshop and then fitted on location. Everything was made
to measure, every detail drawn out, nothing standard and for the very first time a total design in which architecture and design were
completely integrated without having to compromise on detailing, materials and especially focus.

This is now within our capabilities and | do not think it would have been possible before now. | could not have come up with the
concept, but our team, who actually had to develop and make it, could not have achieved this before now. The funny thing is that a
commission like this is only possible if all disciplines are permanently present under one roof. The concept of doing everything your-
self, from initial idea to completion, is really starting to pay offl The constantly growing possibilities that come to light through combin-
ing everything under one roof, which is exactly our concept, came into existence by accident because we just like doing everything
ourselves.

Kitchen / staircase and architecture are integrated into the tiniest detail.



De grootste uitdaging van deze opdracht was de trap die de begane grond en het souterrain moest verbinden. Vroeger waren de keuken en de diensterverblijven in het souterrain ondergebracht. In de nieuwe plannen werd het souterrain de belangrijkste ruimte. De
bestaand kleine trap naar beneden die weggemoffeld zat onder de bestaande royale trap naar boven moest vervangen worden door een royale trap waar je als het ware naar beneden richting het licht en de ruimte loopt. Door de tuin te verlagen en stalen ramen met
veel glas toe te passen is het souterrain een tuinkamer geworden. De trap, bijkeuken en keuken vormen één geintegreerd geheel. De hoekige vormen van de korten stalen trap draaien het plafon in. Hierdoor werd een onmogelijk stuuk detail overbodig.




Het keuken blok hangt tussen de stalen pilaren die noodzakelijk zijn om het huis erboven te dragen. Door het blok er tussen te hangen krijgen de pilaren een functie en staan ze
net meer ergens in de ruimte.




In de ruimte met glazen dak is een led lamp gemaakt die het verticale stuukwerk aanlicht in plaats van het
zwarte gat er boven.
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Tussen de kolommen boven het keukeneiland hebben we een gaaslamp gemaakt die naar boven en beneden schijnt. Deze is dimbaar. Het gaas aan de bovenzijde is een gesloten waarmee er een gesloten open vorm ontstaat. Het gas laat niet allen licht door maar
wordt ook elf aangelicht waarmee de lamp niet alleen licht geeft maar zelf ook een licht object wordt.




Oude ramen kast met geintegreerde haard en zitje. Deze kast is gemaakt om de ruimte in balans te krijgen. Een kleine slor-
dige schetsje van de gehele ruimte is uiteindelijk aanleiding geweest om ook deze kast te maken in plaats van een “gewone”
klassieke haard te plaatsen.

Om te voorkomen dat de ruimte in twee delen opgedeeld zou worden hebben we ervoor gekozen een Kleurrijke 40x40 tafel te
maken de leegte opvult en er een geheel van maakt.
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For more information:

Eek & Ruijgrok
Halvemaanstraat 30

5651 BP Eindhoven

Tel: 0031-40-2856610
Fax: 0031-40-2859460
e-mail: info@pietheineek.nl

AND

Thomas Mayer
info@thomasmayerarchive.de




